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PROPOSED T-INTERSECTION — OLD BROADWATER FARM 
Grievance 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [9.34 am]: I direct my grievance to Hon Rita Saffioti, Minister for Planning. My 
grievance is related to the proposed T-junction at Homestead Promenade in the Old Broadwater Farm 
subdivision, which will extend onto Busselton Bypass. This grievance is related to safety concerns that I share 
with many of my constituents and the proponents about the current requirement for yet another intersection onto 
Busselton Bypass, as required by the Western Australian Planning Commission-endorsed Old Broadwater Farm 
structure plan. The minister may have seen in my local paper that I recently met with constituents who live in the 
Old Broadwater Farm subdivision and have raised concerns about creating another unsafe intersection onto 
Busselton Bypass, where the speed limit is 110 kilometres an hour. The neighbouring intersection onto the 
bypass at Fairway Drive has been the subject of considerable concern for many of my constituents for some 
time, given the increase in traffic volumes and high number of vehicle accidents, particularly when turning right 
onto the bypass. In 2015 there were 12 crashes at this busy intersection. I understand there were similar numbers 
in 2016. I am pleased that Main Roads Western Australia is currently progressing a roundabout at Fairway Drive 
to address these safety concerns. What does not make sense to me, minister, is that we are addressing the current 
safety issues at Fairway Drive intersection, but then, in the future, we will create another dangerous 
T-intersection further west at the Old Broadwater Farm subdivision. 
I have written to the minister about this matter but would like to highlight what a report by traffic engineers into 
the proposed intersection found. It states — 

The implementation of additional access point for OBF DGP in form of a full-movement T-intersection 
on Busselton Bypass may provide some relief for the operation of existing intersection of Fairway 
Drive/Busselton Bypass by reducing the traffic loading at this intersection. However, this minor traffic 
operational benefit is outweighed by the safety concern over the operation of Homestead 
Promenade/Busselton Bypass intersection expected during the short to medium term period. 
Furthermore, this additional access point would serve only a limited number of residents located 
immediately adjacent to this intersection or at the far western end of OBF area which further undermine 
any overall traffic operational benefits. 

This advice and the senselessness of this requirement was first raised by the proponents of Old Broadwater Farm 
back in 2014 when they proposed modifications to the structure plan, which included removing the second 
proposed intersection. This happened before I was the local member. At the time, there was no objection from 
either Main Roads WA or the City of Busselton about the deletion of the Busselton Bypass additional access 
link. I have seen this document. As I understand, the objection to this removal came from the Department of 
Planning. I appreciate that the proposed intersection would provide a secondary emergency access route onto the 
Old Broadwater Farm subdivision, but I question whether this secondary route must be onto the busy 
Busselton Bypass, where safety is already a huge issue, or there are other options. Given the bushfire risk in this 
area is low, I believe that the benefits of dispersing traffic at a new intersection onto the bypass are outweighed 
by the residents’ safety concerns. 

I understand that the proposed new T-intersection from Old Broadwater Farm is currently required as part of the 
structure plan and its removal may ultimately require modification to the plan that rests with the WAPC. 
However, there must be an impetus to do this, so I urge the minister’s department to give greater consideration to 
the results of the traffic engineers’ report, to listen to the community’s concern on this issue, and to apply 
a commonsense approach to this matter by removing this intersection onto the Busselton Bypass.  
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [9.40 am]: I thank the member for Vasse for her 
grievance. The member has written to me and a draft letter of reply is in my office, but I will respond to her 
today and I will follow up with further information too. I understand her concerns and I thank her for raising the 
grievance. I appreciate the member’s concerns on this issue and that she is representing the views of some of her 
constituents and residents in Vasse. Access onto and off main roads is probably one of the biggest issues that my 
department deals with. Madam Acting Speaker, we have had some discussions about this issue too. It is one of 
the biggest issues in front of me as Minister for Planning and also Minister for Transport. Normally, the issue is 
that people want more access onto main roads, so this grievance was quite a surprise because it is actually the 
reverse: Main Roads Western Australia supports more access and the proponents support less access. It has 
thrown me a bit because it is the other way around; normally people want to get access to the roads. 
The history of the project is that the structure plan was endorsed by the Western Australian Planning Commission 
in 2003, with an intersection required on the Busselton Bypass based on planning principles. The member for 
Vasse raised one of them—namely, emergency access, which is also a very live issue relating to access into and 
out of estates and having multiple access points at different positions on the estate. That is always a key 
consideration in urban design, public safety and permeability. I am advised that the City of Busselton and the 
Western Australian Planning Commission have previously agreed to delay the intersection as late as possible to 
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assist with the delivery of lots onto the market. Main Roads is currently finalising designs for the new access 
road from the Old Broadwater Farm subdivision to include the appropriate left and right turning treatments onto 
the Busselton bypass to provide a safe intersection. 
It seems that this process has been going on for years. It is one of those issues that I have inherited and it seems 
to be right at the last point. The member raised some concerns about safety. I will triple check with Main Roads 
to see that it is completely satisfied with this intersection and I will confirm to the member in writing, hopefully 
very soon, exactly what Main Roads’ current position is. My understanding is that Main Roads is very 
comfortable with the intersection and that it has been part of a long ongoing planning process, and it was 
a position that the previous government adopted. I would be unwilling to change that unless my agency, 
Main Roads, expressed concern about what is happening. Given that the member has taken the time to raise this 
grievance with me today, I will triple check that Main Roads is confident about the safety issues. 
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